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From the Program Manager 
Dear Friends

Firstly, a belated Happy New Year to all from us here at Southern Disability Advocacy.  I wish you all the 
best for 2022.  I know I am repeating what many others have said, when I say I fervently hope we can look 
forward to a much more normal year than we have experienced recently.  

Certainly it is my observation that there is fatigue across the community, including our clients, their 
families, friends and supporters.  COVID has been a long, difficult and uncertain journey, and my 
perception is that the unpredictability has been the hardest aspect for many people.  In some ways, it 
seems that 2022 will have greater volatility in our lives, albeit at an individual level, rather than snap, state-
wide lockdowns.  We are seeing our clients having their lives disrupted at short notice through being cases 
or close contacts, and through disruptions to their programs and activities, with staff shortages.  At the 
time of writing, the cases were gradually declining but with schools only just re-opened a few days, it is 
expected there will be ongoing exposure right across the community.

This is tiring for everyone but can be particularly hard for people with disability who are very reliant 
on others for their day to day needs.  I have seen that some service providers are establishing surge 
workforces and other strategies to manage these unpredictable but foreseeable challenges.  It is quite 
acceptable for you to ask your providers what they are doing to sustain their services to you but it is also a 
good idea to think how you can prepare for sudden changes in your support.  This might be about making 
sure you have a little extra food in the house, in case the worker who supports you with shopping cannot 
fill their regular shift with you, or perhaps establishing a “check-in buddy relationship” with someone, 
such as a friend or neighbour, where you agree to provide support to each other, in the event one of you is 
suddenly required to isolate or quarantine or is without usual supports.  

 
Keeping in touch with others, even outside of planning for isolation, is a good idea.  Social support is 
known to be a protective factor for physical and mental health, and is even more important after two years 
of lockdowns, uncertainty and far-from-normal life.  It is also true that although face to face get-togethers 
are now permitted, it can be challenging for us to emerge, and I would encourage everyone to do this at 
their pace and not feel pressured to engage with others until they are ready.  Similarly, it is a good idea to 
be thoughtful and sensitive to the notion that we are all having to resume something like normal life at 
our own pace, and some will be further down this path than others.  

Lisa and I are following a similar approach with work, but we are being very cautious about face to face 
work.  We remain available (phone and email) so please don’t be hesitant in reaching out if you have any 
questions or concerns.  

Kind regards & my best wishes to all
Kerry McLinden
Program Manager
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Getting involved in decision making at  
Southern Disability Advocacy 
Southern Disability Advocacy has a Committee of Management, staff, volunteer Advocates and Partners, 
and clients.  

We are always looking for new members to the Committee: no special expertise is needed, just your time 
and a belief in the value of advocacy for people with disability.  

The Committee usually meets on a Tuesday evening using Zoom video conferencing, every second 
month.  The meetings are where the staff report to the Committee about their work and the finances of 
the organization.  The Committee is the boss of the organization and they are responsible for the decisions 
about how the organization is run.

If you would like to come to a Committee meeting or join the Committee, please call us at the office.  We 
would be delighted to explain about it some more.

Would you like to receive the Southern 
Disability Advocacy Newsletter by email? 
 
 
 
 
 

If so, just email us at kerry@southernda.org.au & we will happily place 
you on our e-list.
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From the Program Advocate 
Getting Tested for Covid-19 
There have been changes to rules about how people can be tested if they think they might have COVID-19. 
At the time of writing the government announced it now wants people to use a rapid antigen test as their first 
option. This has seen some worry in the community because it has been hard to buy a rapid antigen test. The 
government is working hard at getting more rapid antigen tests into supermarkets and chemists. If you are 
worried that you might have COVID-19, and you do not have a rapid antigen test, it is still very important to 
be tested by a PCR test. You will need to travel to a PCR testing site. This link will help you find a PCR testing 
site near you https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/where-get-tested-covid-19  

Whilst most people can leave their home to be tested there are some people who have a disability or a 
serious injury or illness or are too frail. This makes it hard for them to leave their home to get tested. The 
Government has a program to help these people get tested. It is called the Call-to-Test Service. The Call-
to-Test service helps people who need special care or support and who have symptoms to get tested for 
COVID-19 at home. Not everyone can use the Call-to-Test service. It depends on how their disability or 
injury or illness impacts them. Because of this the government has made rules about who can use the Call-
to-Test service. This article is to help people understand more about the CALL-to-Test Service.   

ABOUT THE CALL-TO-TEST SERVICE  
The Call to Test service helps people who need special care or support to get tested for COVID-19 at home. It 
is only for eligible people who have symptoms. COVID-19 is sometimes called Coronavirus. COVID-19: 
•   can make people very sick
and
•   is spread when you are close to someone else.
You might need special care or support if you have
•   an injury or health problem
or
•   a mental health condition.
Carers for an eligible person with disability can also use the Call-to-Test service. The Call-to-Test service is 
free. You must get a *referral* from your doctor to use the Call to Test service. A referral is a letter from your 
doctor that says you need to use the service. If you do not have a doctor the Call-to-Test service can help you 
talk to a doctor on the phone. You can only use the Call to Test service if you have symptoms.  
 
SYMPTOMS 
Symptoms are signs that you might be sick. Symptoms of coronavirus can be
•   a fever
or
•   a cough or sore throat. 
 
Symptoms of coronavirus can also be
•   chills or sweats
•   if you have short breaths or it is hard to breath
•   a runny nose
•   if you cannot smell or taste anymore.
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From the Program Advocate 
You can use the Call to Test service with no referral if a representative of a Coronavirus Service tells you that 
you have been close to someone who has coronavirus.
How to use the Call-to-Test Service

At the time of writing the Government described this as the process to follow. Call the coronavirus hotline to 
use the service. First call 1800 675 398. You will hear a message with choices of phone lines to connect with. 
When asked to choose a line select by pressing option number 6 and when next asked pressing option 5 to 
see if you are eligible. The hotline is very busy because a lot of people are trying to get help. You might need 
to wait for a long time until someone can speak with you so it is important to be patient and to stay on the 
phone. It will eventually be your turn and there will be someone to help you to see if you are eligible for the 
Call-to-Test program. If you are eligible, they will talk to you about what will happen next and what you need 
to do.  

A nurse will ask questions about
•   your health
•   why it is hard for you to travel for a test.
A carer can call the service for you. 
Note: When calling the hotline, if you need an interpreter press option 0. An interpreter can come to your 
home with the nurse for your test.
How do I tell the service I can’t get to existing testing sites?
When you call the service someone will help you do this. You will speak with a trained nurse who will ask 
questions to understand your unique circumstances. This conversation will explore your current injury, 
health, mobility or other issues that get in the way of you being able to travel to a testing site. From this 
conversation the nurse will make a decision if you are eligible or not for the service. 
How long will it take for someone to come out to my home?
A nurse will visit your home within 48 - 72 hours of calling the Call-to-Test hotline. The Nurse will call you 
on the number provided to us before arrival, so you will have enough time to prepare for the visit. They will 
show identification upon arrival. 

If I am eligible to be tested at home, what happens next? 
A nurse will come to your home within 2 to 3 days of your referral. Most of the time, the nurse will visit 
between 10 o’clock in the morning and 2 o’clock in the afternoon. The nurse will
•   call you before they arrive
•   bring an interpreter if you need one
•   show you their *identification* when they get to your home. 

Identification means a card or letter that shows you who they are. The nurse will test you for coronavirus 
in your home. You will find out if you have coronavirus 1 to 3 days after the test. Some people call this as 
receiving a positive test result. Sometimes the results can take longer. If you haven’t received your result 
after 3 days, call the doctor who referred you for Call-To-Test or call the dedicated Coronavirus Test 
Results Hotline on 1800 573 222 from Monday to Friday between 8am to 6pm. Regardless of whether your 
symptoms persist, you must stay at home until you find out your test result. 
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From the Program Advocate 
You will get your test result with a
•   text message
or
•   phone call. 

If I am not eligible to be tested at home, what happens next? 
If you are not eligible the Call-To-Test staff will help you understand other ways you can get tested.    

What does testing involve?
The test takes around a minute and involves taking a sample swab from the back of your throat and nose. 
This is called collecting a sample. Once the test is complete, the nurse will take your sample to a laboratory 
for testing to see if you have coronavirus (COVID-19).  

Saliva testing is not available through the Call-to-Test service. Please talk to your GP or doctor about other 
testing options available to you.  
 
https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/call-to-test-covid-19  

Lisa Thomas  

Program Advocate 
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4th Red Hill Show 

When
•   Saturday, 12 March 2022 | 08:30 AM - 05:00 PM
Red Hill Recreation Reserve, 180 Arthurs Seat Rd,, 
Red Hill 3937 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The support from local producers, agriculture, schools 
and community groups has made this a growing 
event.   Our Mornington Peninsula producers are the 
focus of celebrations and the Mornington Peninsula 
Paddock is full with gourmet food and 5-star 
producers.  Did you know that Tuerong had a wheat 
farm?  Or that Red Hill was prime truffle-growing 
terrain?
 The program is jam-packed full of exhibits, 
demonstrations, workshops, music and rides.  
Once you enter the showgrounds, all the pavilions, 
entertainment and nearly all the kids’ rides are free.
The woodchop grandstands are packed to the 
rafters with some of Victoria’s best while our Cider 
Show, now the second largest in the country, is both 
informative and offers a chance to taste some of  
Australia’s best ciders.

 

 

Useful Information

Hastings Primary School 150 
Year Celebration

Saturday, 26 March 2022 | 12:00 AM
 
This March, Hastings Primary School is tuning 150 
years old!
We are inviting the local and extended community to 
visit our school grounds to enjoy
•   Learning about the school history
•   Street vendors serving delicious take away food
•   Coffee
•   BBQ
•   Jumping Castle fun
•   Community organisation groups activities and 
demos
& much more
Bring the family to enjoy a day of fun.
Hastings Primary School, 10-20 Hodgins Road, 
Hastings 3915 

Kerry McLinden
Program Manager
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Sourdough Breadmaking 
Workshop 

Saturday, 19 March 2022 | 10:00 AM to 02:00 PM

All are welcome to this relaxed and enjoyable 
workshop where sourdough expert Warwick will lead 
you through all of the steps in the process of creating 
your own sourdough bread.
You will leave with dough ready to take home and 
bake later and a sourdough starter.
Participants can enjoy a light lunch following the 
workshop. Not suitable for people with gluten 
intolerance.

Contact
Jacqui Salter
59501681
environmentaleducation@mornpen.vic.gov.au

Eco Centre, The Briars Mt Martha. Adjacent to the 
Briars Nursery.
Eco Living Display Centre, The Briars, Mt Martha, 450 
Nepean Hwy, Mount Martha 3934 
 

Walking for Mental Health 
 
Friday, 27 May 2022 | 06:00 AM to 10:00 PM

This May join Australia’s premier hiking challenge 
for women and walk 60km, 45km, or 30km along 
Victoria’s spectacular Mornington Peninsula. Explore 
the craggy, dramatic cliffs, wild oceans and secluded 
bays of this glorious natural wonderland.

Join thousands of wild women (and a few awesome 
men!) in teams of four as we immerse ourselves in 
nature for an epic adventure of fun, fitness, friends 
and fundraising. Get outdoors and get moving with 
your mates to boost your mental and physical health, 
while raising funds for Beyond Blue.

Useful Information

• Friday 27 May 2022
• Choose to hike 60km, 45km or 30km
• Teams of 4
• Greens Bush to Point Nepean
• Raising funds for Beyond Blue

Coastrek is a life-changing adventure which has 
inspired more than 42,000 people to get moving out in 
nature, and raised over $37 Million for charity. 
• Friday, 27 May 2022 | 06:00 AM - 10:00 PM
Point Nepean, Point Nepean Street, Mornington 
Peninsula,  3944  
 

Clean Up Australia Day 
 
Sunday, 06 March 2022 
 
Clean Up Australia Day is a chance for everyone to get 
together and pitch in for the environment. Working 
together as a community, we can make a massive 
difference to our local area. 
To get involved this year, you can either:
•  Register a new site and run your own clean up event 
(you’ll get a Clean Up Kit containing everything you 
need) or;
•  Register to volunteer at an existing site in your local 
area. 
Visit  https://www.cleanupaustraliaday.org.au/ to 
register

Kerry McLinden
Program Manager
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Trivia Night Thursdays at 
JimmyRum Distillery 

Hey quiz fans, get a bunch of mates together and join 
us for JimmyRum Trivia night. This weekly event will 
includes plenty of laughs, lots of prizes supplied by 
local producers, and a great chance to show off your 
random general knowledge.
Starts at 6:30pm, reserve a table for up to 6 people via 
the reservations link. Find your preferred Thursday, 
enter the number of people on your table, and click on 
‘Trivia Night’ to join the fun.
https://jimmyrum.com.au/reservations/
 
When
•  Thursday, 10 March 2022 | 06:30 PM - 09:00 PM

Reserve your table to avoid disappointment.
https://jimmyrum.com.au/reservations/
JimmyRum Distillery, 6 Brasser Ave, Dromana VIC 
3936, Australia, Dromana 3936

Yack and Yarn Group - 
Mornington Library 

Suitable for yarn enthusiasts of any age 

Like a good yarn? ... and knitting, crochet and related 
craft too? 

Bring your yarn project and meet fellow enthusiasts 
on the second Saturday of the month. 
Free but bookings essential
*Note: If you can’t make it on the day, please let us 
know, so that your tickets can be freed up for others to 
attend.
When
•  Saturday, 12 March 2022 | 10:30 AM - 12:30 PM
•  Saturday, 09 April 2022 | 10:30 AM - 12:30 PM
•  Saturday, 14 May 2022 | 10:30 AM - 12:30 PM
•  Saturday, 11 June 2022 | 10:30 AM - 12:30 PM

Mornington Library, Vancouver Street, Mornington 
3931
Contact
Mornington Library
Ph 59501820
mornington.library@mornpen.vic.gov.au

Useful Information Kerry McLinden
Program Manager
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Tango and Wine, the five 
senses Dance Lessons 

When
•  Monday, 14 March 2022 | 06:00 PM - 07:30 PM
•  Monday, 21 March 2022 | 06:00 PM - 07:30 PM
 
 

The program is jam-packed full of exhibits, 
demonstrations, workshops, music and rides.  
Once you enter the showgrounds, all the pavilions, 
entertainment and nearly all the kids’ rides are free. 
 
Get ready for relaxed workshops learning Tango 
Dance with tango master Fabio Robles, from the cast 
of Tango and Wine, the five senses.
Get ready for relaxed workshops of Tango Dance 
Lessons with the cast of Tango and Wine, the five 
senses, tango master Fabio Robles.
In the lead up to their performance at Cube 37 on 
Sunday 27 March 2022, the cast of Tango and Wine, 
the five senses invite all ticket holders to join them for 
two optional FREE Tango Dance Lessons at Cube 37.
Book your ticket for the Tango and Wine, the five 
senses performance here, and bring your dance shoes 
to these free classes on the below dates to learn the 
basics of Tango! All levels are welcome.
Dance Lessons will be held in Cube 37 on:
Monday 14 March, 6pm – 7:00pm, followed by a 
social dance “Milonguita” until 7:30pm
Monday 21 March, 6pm – 7:00pm, followed by a 
social dance “Milonguita” until 7:30pm

Bookings are essential - call 03 9784 1060 
or book online!

Useful Information

Remember to bring your dance shoes to the Tango 
and Wine, the five senses performance on Sunday 27 
March so you can join us on the dance floor at the 
Milonguita following de show!
Presented by: Ventana Música and The Senior’s 
Festival supported by Frankston City Council Aging 
Positively
 

Holistic Wellbeing – heart, 
mind, body and spirit 
 
Thursday, 17 March 2022 | 07:30 PM to 09:00 PM

Finding balance in our wellbeing can be a challenge 
and something for us to work on. Holistic wellbeing is 
about finding strategies to support our overall health 
and wellbeing – heart, mind, body and spirit. 

Join our panel of speakers and explore how we can 
create this balance and sense of wellbeing. 

Our speakers will share their lived experiences 
and knowledge on everything from mindfulness 
techniques, pursuing meaningful activities and 
finding new opportunities for connection and fun in 
our local community. Strengthening our wellbeing 
means making positive choices and finding a sense of 
purpose. 
 
About our panel
•   Annette Subhani from New Pathways Coaching & 
Training offers a down-to-earth approach to support 
wellbeing and will share loads of ideas to support you 
finding a sense of holistic wellbeing in everyday life.
•   Gretta Daley is a Therapeutic Counsellor with 
the Gambler’s Help program at Connect Health & 
Community. She will share the benefits and practical 
techniques for adopting mindfulness practices in our 
daily lives.
•   Fiona Cann is the Coordinator, Neighbourhood 
Inclusion at Frankston City Council. Fiona 
coordinates Council-run Community Centres 
that provide locals with a range of low-cost social, 
recreational and educational activities to enjoy all year 
round, as well as opportunities to volunteer.

Kerry McLinden
Program Manager
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•   A local community change maker and lived 
experience speaker will also share their personal 
experience of gambling harm, and their passion and 
sense of purpose advocating for change.
 
This session is supported by Connect Health & 
Community who deliver Gambler’s Help services 
across the South East metropolitan region of 
Melbourne. Connect Health & Community is working 
with Frankston City Council to support women to 
explore local places of belonging and connection. 
Places like our libraries, community centres, 
sports and recreation facilities and volunteering 
opportunities. 
 
When
•   Thursday, 17 March 2022 | 07:30 PM - 09:00 PM 
 
Location
Carrum Downs Library, 203 Lyrebird Drive, Carrum 
Downs 3201
Frankston City Libraries
60 Playne Street
Frankston  3199
 
03 9784 1020
libraryevents@frankston.vic.gov.au

 

Useful Information

Mandylights - Frankston 
Generator 
 
Next date: Friday, 06 May 2022 | 05:00 PM to 10:00 
PM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Journey underground the Frankston Arts Centre into 
the core of a sprawling subterranean generator where 
a mesmerising display of lighting, audio and video 
installations create an immersive experience that is 
the first of its kind. Over a thousand lighting fixtures, 
interactive video screens, a wind tunnel and a high-
energy musical soundtrack will guide you through the 
three level experience that guests are free to discover 
at their own pace.

The Frankston Generator was conceived by 
Mandylights; the international design team 
responsible for some of the most successful touring 
light artworks in the world, international tours for 5 
Seconds of Summer, the Backstreet Boys, Pnau and 
Ricky Martin and major lighting projects for Floriade 
NightFest, Vivid Sydney, the Moama Lights and even 
the City of Melbourne’s Federation Square Christmas 
Tree. 
 
45 minutes – self guided
All ages. Children accompanied by an adult.
Low sensory sessions available Saturday 14 May. 

 

Kerry McLinden
Program Manager
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Mandylights - Frankston 
Generator  
 
When
• Friday, 06 May 2022 | 05:00 PM - 10:00 PM
• Saturday, 07 May 2022 | 05:00 PM - 10:00 PM
• Sunday, 08 May 2022 | 05:00 PM - 10:00 PM
• Thursday, 12 May 2022 | 05:00 PM - 10:00 PM
• Friday, 13 May 2022 | 05:00 PM - 10:00 PM
 
Venue
Frankston Arts Centre, Carpark L1
(27-37 Davey Street, Frankston VIC 3199)

Cost
Member: $10
Full: $15
Conc: $10
Family (2 adults, 2 children): $40

Telephone Bookings call:
03 9784 1060

BAM All Stars 
 
Creative & inclusive programmes for people with 
disabilities.
Offer social outings, camps, dance & music classes 
for all ages & all abilities.  Locations in Frankston, 
Hampton & Highett.

https://bamarts.org.au/  ph 9776 3644

 

Useful Information

Balnarring Picnic Races 
 
March 13 & April 16
A great family day out, in a bush setting.
Racecourse Rd, Balnarring 

COVIDSAFE RACEDAYS @ BALNARRING 
THE 2021-2022 PICNIC RACING SEASON AT 
BALNARRING WILL REQUIRE ALL PATRONS 
TO BE FULLY VACCINATED (SUBJECT TO 
GOVERNMENT RESTRICTIONS): 

•  Proof of vaccination will be required for entry to our 
racecourse. Click here to find the best way to get proof 
of your vaccination status. 
 
•  Check in with QR codes using the Service Victoria 
app 

Kerry McLinden
Program Manager
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Party in the Park

Date: Sunday 10 April 2022
Location: Cruden Farm, Langwarrin
Cost: Free Entry 

Get your party shoes ready, Party in the Park is back in 
2022 at the picturesque Cruden Farm! 

We are getting back to nature with our ‘Garden’ theme. 
Let’s share with our little ones all the wonderful magic 
that happens in the garden, while enjoying a day filled 
with colour, laughter and stories. 

With plenty of free activities for the kids and lots of local 
educational information for the parents, it’s a fun-filled 
family day out not to be missed. 

Being spoilt for nature at the farm with local wildlife and 
stunning gardens, it’s the perfect excuse to pack a picnic 
or enjoy food from the stalls onsite, whilst you soak in 
the surroundings.
 
Ventana, Frankston’s Latin Arts
 
Date: 1 February - 31 March 2022

Location: Various, throughout Frankston
Ventana is a celebration of over 25 countries where 
indigenous traditions and folklore merge and shine 
with non-indigenous cultures. With many activities 
throughout February and March, Ventana is Frankston’s 
most popular intercultural event. The vibrant festival 
provides genuine experiences through dance, music, 
food, visual art, literature, sport, crafts and educational 
workshops. 

In 2022, the Ventana Fiesta (formerly known as the 
Ventana Street Fiesta) is thrilled to be bringing the 
colourful Latin America, Iberian, Italian and Caribbean 
cultures and communities to The Waterfront Festival!
With new a precinct full of intercultural activities for 
the entire family to enjoy, it will be a weekend not to be 
missed.
 
 

Useful Information

The Big Picture Fest 
 
Date: Monday 14 March – Sunday 20 March 2022
Cost: Free
Tags: Major Event , General Event , Arts and Culture
Location: Various locations throughout Frankston

Frankston City will become a canvas for some of the 
best street artists as The Big Picture Fest returns for its 
fifth year.
Wander the City Centre streets and be prepared to 
witness masterpieces being created right before your 
eyes, don’t forget to visit past works as you soak up the 
creative energy around you.

The Block Party 
 
Date: Friday 18 March 2022
Location:  Thompson Lane, Frankston
Cost: Free 

Come along to celebrate The Block Party!
Enjoy street art, music and food trucks nestled into a 
couple of laneways in the heart of Frankston City.
Entry is free, the vibe is chilled. See some 
International, National and Local Street Artists in 
action, hear some beats and enjoy some good food 
and local craft beer and wine.
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Program Manager
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Street Art Walking Tours 
 
If you’re hungry to know more about the artwork from 
previous Big Picture Fest’s, then you simply can’t go 
past a Street Art Walking Tour. The free 90 minute 
guided tours running throughout the weekend will 
take you past many of the artworks in progress to see 
first-hand how they are created, learn about the mode 
of application, gain an insight into the stories behind 
the artistic inspirations, and you may even get to have a 
chat to an artist or capture a memorable photo.   

Tours are free, however, bookings are essential, groups 
will be limited to 10 people.  This is an all abilities 
accessible tour, however, may involve some hills and 
kerb crossings, assistance is recommended.  

thebigpicturefest.com

McClelland by Moonlight 
 
Saturday 26 March 2022 4pm - 10:00pm 

Join us for a summer evening of interactive art, music, 
and wonderment as the park presents a myriad of 
light forms in a bush environment, to illuminate your 
imagination. 

Bring family and friends of all ages to explore a whole 
new world of Art and Nature under the Moonlight, 
with: 

•   Immersive and interactive light installations and 
giant puppets performances by the artists collective The 
Indirect Object 
•   Music in the park and concert by the collective 
Worlds Collide 
•   Interactive neon art workshops
•   Live painting and projections by Peninsula artist 
Morano 

 

Useful Information

Bring your own picnic or enjoy a range of delicious 
food on the night (no BYO). 
This event is presented in partnership with the Ventana 
Fiesta festival and Frankston Arts Centre.
McClelland Sculpture Park + Gallery, 390 McClelland 
Drive, Langwarrin Vic 3910
info@mcclellandgallery.com
ph 9789 1671
https://www.mcclellandgallery.com/
programsandevents/
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Privacy Collection Statement 
Southern Disability Advocacy has to collect information about you, so that we can advocate 
for you.  The information we need will be related to your life, the services you receive and 
things that are related to your advocacy issue that we are working on for you.

You don’t have to tell us about anything you don’t want to
You don’t have to provide any information that you don’t want but if you don’t tell us about 
something it might mean we can’t do our work for you.  That is ok: we will discuss this with 
you and we will respect your decision to not tell us information.

How we keep information about you
We store information about you on our computer and in a file in the office.  The file is kept 
safe, in a locked filing cabinet that only staff can access.  Your information on the computer is 
protected by a password.

We use a type of computer storage that means information is stored on someone else’s 
computer.  Even though it is stored on someone else’s computer, and this computer might 
even be overseas, only staff from Southern Disability Advocacy can access.  This is called 
“cloud computing” and lots of organisations use it.  For all files stored in this way, we use extra 
security, called encryption, to lock your information up, even though it is on someone else’s 
computer.  If you don’t want us to store your information in this way, please tell us and we will 
ensure your information is only stored on our computer.  This might mean some restrictions 
on how we work with you, for example we can only access your information when we are in 
the office.  

We need your permission to talk to other people in your life
We ask you to sign our Exchange of Information form, so we can show people that you have 
given us permission to talk to them about you.  You can cancel this permission at any time: 
you just have to tell us.  That is ok. We will discuss this with you and always respect your 
decision.
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Committee of Management

Anat Green (Chairperson)
Evan Lowenstein (Treasurer) 

Southern Disability Advocacy is managed by a community based Committee of Management 
that is elected annually. The Committee is responsible for overall strategic directions, policy 
development, financial man-agement, risk management and the hiring and oversight of staff. The 
Constitution establishes the proce-dures for election of the Committee members. Membership of 
the Committee is open to all Members of the Association.

The constitution establishes the procedures for election of the committee members. Participation 
in elections to the committee is open to all members of Southern Disability Advocacy. The 
committee en-courages people who are interested in contributing to the governance of the 
program to consider join-ing the committee. Please contact the office if you are interested.

Staff

Kerry McLinden (Program Manager)  

Staff are responsible for decision making processes and activities as outlined on their position 
descrip-tion, and so are responsible for the day to day running of the program by putting into 
practice the deci-sions of the Committee.

Southern Disability Advocacy is part of the National Disability Advocacy Program funded by the 
Australian Government Department of Social Services.

The opinions expressed in this newsletter do not necessarily reflect the views of the Australian 
Government Department of Social Services.

Sender: SD
A

, PO
 Box 161, Bentleigh 3204

Alsa Obarcanin (Ordinary Member) 
Sharon Bergman (Ordinary member)

Lisa Thomas (Advocate)

Organisational Structure 
Southern Disability Advocacy

Kerry McLinden
Program Manager
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